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Dear brothers and sisters, not many of you 
should become teachers in the church, 

for we who teach will be judged more strictly.
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!Indeed, we all make many mistakes. For if we 
could control our tongues, we would be perfect 

and could also control ourselves in every other way.
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We can make a large horse go wherever we want 
by means of a small bit in its mouth. And a small 
rudder makes a huge ship turn wherever the pilot 
chooses to go, even though the winds are strong.
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!In the same way, the tongue is a small thing 
that makes grand speeches.

But a tiny spark can set a great forest on fire.

Įvó4F�




��ťğÖ]1{�ë�ŽQ1
�ťÖìĻĠÅ_Ü1û�ŭt¦1

Hû�p·ÅŜLūü­3
©`ÖćzŋĽūĩÅ2

And among all the parts of the body, the tongue is 
a flame of fire. It is a whole world of wickedness, 
corrupting your entire body. It can set your whole 

life on fire, for it is set on fire by hell itself.
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Take control of what I say, O Lord, and guard my 
lips. !Don’t let me drift toward evil or take part in 

acts of wickedness. !Don’t let me share in the 
delicacies of those who do wrong. 
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People can tame all kinds of animals, birds, 
reptiles, and fish, but no one can tame the tongue. 

It is restless and evil, full of deadly poison.
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You make plans to ruin others; 
your tongue is like a sharp razor. !

You are always inventing lies.
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A gentle answer quiets anger, 
but a harsh one stirs it up.
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Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your 
mouths, but only what is helpful for building 

others up according to their needs, 
that it may benefit those who listen.
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For you know that we dealt with each of you 
as a father deals with his own children,!

encouraging,!comforting!and!urging!you...
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Let your conversation be always full of grace, 
seasoned with salt, 

so that you may know how to answer everyone.
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Sometimes it praises our Lord and Father, and 
sometimes it curses those who have been made in 
the image of God. And so blessing and cursing 

come pouring out of the same mouth. 
Surely, my brothers and sisters, this is not right!

Įvó4F�����



�Ùĵć?ìĐĽûĥgďá¯ŖÅ\Ő
�Å�fë1ģÈÂŞûpşƀŐ1

ļĪŞûħģÈÂŐ3
Ż\ĽHPûĥgď\­2

Does a spring of water bubble out with both fresh 
water and bitter water?  Does a fig tree produce 

olives, or a grapevine produce figs?  No, and 
you can’t draw fresh water from a salty spring.

Įvó4F������



�ëÕÖĠB1Óûŏg}ŀ­¶3
xÚYĽ½eŊÅ1IĽğŏg­2

How can you say good things when you are sinful? 
The mouth speaks what the heart is full of.
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Guard your heart above all else, 
for it determines the course of your life.
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The Sovereign Lord has taught me what to say, 
so that I can strengthen the weary.  

Every morning he makes me eager to hear 
what he is going to teach me.
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